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1.	 speak / German

Paul wishes ________________________.

2.	 be / tall and strong

Paul wishes ________________________.

3.	 live / big house

Paul wishes ________________________.

4.	 have / money

Paul wishes ________________________.

Wish Clauses
wish / if only + Simple Past Tense (V2) wish / if only + Past Perfect Tense (had + V3)

» We use ‘wish’ to talk about something that we 
want to be different in the present or the future. 
It’s used for things which are impossible or 
very unlikely.
•	 I wish I had a red car. (I don’t have a red car.)
•	 I wish I lived in a big city. (I don’t live in a big city.)

»  In formal English we use WERE instead of 
WAS with all subjects.
•	 I wish I were a singer. (I’m not a singer.)
•	 I wish I were rich. (I’m not rich.)

» We use ‘wish’ with ‘could’ to talk about things 
in the present or future that we want to be 
different. In this situation, ‘could’ is the past 
simple of ‘can’.
•	 I wish I could speak English. (I can’t speak English.)
•	 I wish I could swim. (I can’t swim.)

» We use to say that we regret something in 
the past.
•	 I wish I had studied harder when I was a student.      

(I didn’t study hard.)
•	 He wishes he had bought a bigger car.                       

(He bought a small car.)

» These are things that have already 
happened but we wish they’d happened in a 
different way.
•	 Martin wishes his father hadn’t gone to Germany on 

business. He misses him. (His father went.)
•	 I wish I hadn’t forgotten to call him yesterday.           

(I forgot to call him.)

» We can use “If only” instead of “I wish” to 
make the wishes stronger.
•	 If only I hadn’t spent all my money last week.

Past Regrets

I got bad marks from the maths 
exam. I didn’t study enough.

I spent a lot of money last week.

I ate too much ice cream 
yesterday, and now I am ill.

I can’t speak German.

I am short and weak.

I live in a small house.

Present Wishes

I don’t have a lot of money.
I shouted my little sister a lot. 

I feel very bad now.

1.	 study / hard

Paul wishes ________________________.

2.	 not spend / a lot of money

Paul wishes ________________________.

3.	 not eat / ice cream

Paul wishes ________________________.

4.	 not shout / little sister

Paul wishes ________________________.

Read Paul’s speech bubbles and write his wishes, using the words given.02
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Are these sentences correct ( ) or incorrect ( )? Rewrite the incorrect sentences.03

 1.  I wish I had live two hundred years ago.

_____________________________________.

 2.  If only I hadn’t eaten so much for dinner. 
I have a stomachache now.

_____________________________________.

 3. These shoes are expensive. I wish they 
are cheaper.

_____________________________________.

 4. I love Istanbul. I wish I live here.

_____________________________________.

 5.  I can’t remember his number. I wish 
could remember it.

_____________________________________.

 6.  If only I had listen to my teacher when I 
was in class.

_____________________________________.

 7. I wish I done my homework.

_____________________________________.

 8. I wish I knew how to cook. I don’t know it.

_____________________________________.

Circle the correct options.04

1.	 I wish I - - - - Martin and Sue last week.

A)	 had called	 B)	 could call 		
                C) called

2.	 If only I - - - - my project yesterday. I’m 
very busy today.

A)	 had finish	 B)	 had finished	 	
                C) finished

3.	 The concert tickets are expensive. I wish  
they - - - - .

A)	 were expensive	       B) are cheaper		
                C) were cheap

4.	 My sister lives far away. I wish she - - - - 
closer.

A)	 had lived	       B) lived		                            	
                C) lives

5.	  I failed the exam. I wish I - - - - harder.

A)	 had studied	       B) study		                           	
                C) studied

6.	 My friends aren’t here. I wish they - - - - 
here now.

A)	 did               B) had	         C) were

7.	  If only they - - - -  me.

A)	 hadn’t seen	       B) didn’t see	                           	
                C) haven’t seen

8.	 Nina wishes she - - - -  that car. It breaks 
down so often.

A)	 didn’t buy	       B) wasn’t bought	
                C) hadn’t bought

9.	 I wish I - - - - so loudly. My baby brother 
woke up.

A)	 had spoken	       B) hadn’t spoken	
                 C) didn’t speak

10.	 My neighbors are noisy. I wish they        
- - - - quieter.

A)	 were	       B) weren’t	                           	
                C) was
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IF CLAUSE TYPE 3
If + past perfect (had V3), would / could / might have + past participle (V3)

» We talk about the past. It’s used to describe a 
situation that didn’t happen, and to imagine the 
result of this situation.

•	 If you had studied harder, you wouldn’t 
have failed the exam.

•	 If I had arrived earlier, I would have seen 
Kate.

•	 If we had taken a taxi, we wouldn’t have 
missed the bus.

Read the conditional sentences and answer the questions. Yes / No.06

1.	 If I hadn’t gone to bed so late, I wouldn’t have been tired. 

a. Did I go to bed late? _____	            b. Was I tired? _____

2.	 If you had studied harder, you would have passed the exam. 

a. Did you study hard? _____		            b. Did you pass the exam? _____

3.	 Helen wouldn’t have married George if she hadn’t been in love with him.

a. Did Helen marry George? _____	            b. Was Helen in love with George? _____

4.	 If Betty had had a lot of homework yesterday, she wouldn’t have gone to the concert.

a. Did Betty have a lot of homework? _____		 b. Did she go to the concert? _____

5.	 If I Bruce had known Linda’s phone number, he would have called her.

a. Did Bruce know Linda’s number? _____		  b. Did Bruce call her? _____

Match the two sentence halves and write a–g next to the numbers 1–7. 07

1.	 	 If Martin had gone to bed earlier,

2.	 	 You could have been a doctor

3.	 	 If the students had taken my advice,

4.	 	 If I had known the baby was sleeping, 

5.	 	 I would have called an ambulance

6.	 	 If I had seen her,

7.	 	 I would have gone to New York

a.	 if you had studied medicine.

b.	 I would have been much quieter.

c.	 If I hadn’t come to London.

d.	 I would have said hello.

e.	 he wouldn’t have been so tired.

f.	 if I had seen the accident.

g.	 they wouldn’t have had so many 
problems.
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Complete sentences with the correct third conditional form of the verbs in brackets.08

I wish I (1) __________________ (listen) 

to my teachers when I was young. They 

often told me I should study harder. If I 

(2) __________________ (study) harder 

I (3) __________________ (pass) more 

exams. If I (4) __________________ 

(pass) more exams when I was sixteen I (5) 

__________________ (not leave) school. Of 

course, if I (6) __________________ (stay) 

on at school, I (7) __________________ (go) 

to university. In the end, I only passed two 

exams – Maths and English, and I couldn’t 

even get a good job.

1.	  If I ______________ (watch) the weather forecast, I would ______________ (take) an umbrella.

2.	  I __________________ (help) you if you __________________ (ask) me.

3.	  I __________________ (buy) a new bike, if I’d had more money.

4.	  If I __________________ (not / tell) her, she wouldn’t have been so angry with me

5.	  If you ________________ (not / phone) me earlier, I would _____________ (be) late for school.

6.	  I __________________ (not eat) so much, if I had known there was ice cream for dessert.

1.	  David didn’t go to school yesterday because he was ill.

______________________________________________________________ .

2.	  Gloria went out with her friends because she finished her homework on time.

______________________________________________________________ .

3.	  You drove your car carelessly. You crashed into a tree.

______________________________________________________________ .

4.	  I wasn’t tired. I didn’t go to bed earlier.

______________________________________________________________ .

Rewrite the following sentences using “If Clause Type 3”.09

Complete the text with the correct form of the verbs in brackets.10


